ELISSAVET PETRA

REMARKS TO SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS
IN NON - LITERARY GREEK PAPYRI
OF THE EARLY ARABIC PERIOD
(640-800 A D.)

Many references have been made to the abbreviations and symbols that
Greek writers and scribes used, in order to save time and space while writing
on the papyrus. However, little work has been done to the abbreviations of
the Arabic period. The purpose of this article is to shed light on the symbols
and the abbreviations of this period.

For the papyrological abbreviations used in this article, see the Checklist
of Greek, Latin, Demotic and Coptic Papyri, Ostraca and Tablets (see bibli-
ography).

During the early Arabic period of Egypt, scribes used to abbreviate the
words in various ways. These ways subject to the judjement of each scribe. The
abbreviations can be divided into categories, based on how scribes used to ab-
breviate the words. In this article, the material is divided into eight sections,
which correspond to the eight main categories of the abbreviations of this era.

1. Abbreviation by placing the last written letter above and right of the
previous one (Suspension):

An old way of abbreviation is the last written letter to be placed above and

right of the previous one, in a size smaller than that (suspension), while the

rest letters are intentionally omitted. Examples:

e In the Byzantine the indictio (fvduxtidiv) was used for dating. Therefore,
the presence of this word in the papyri is quite common. The most com-
mon abbreviation of this word is the writing of the first three letters
(wd) and the omission of the others, while the letter “8” must be placed
above and right of the previous one (v). Example:
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] =udv(ov) vj¢ (adrijc) B ivd(ueri@vog), P.Bad. VI 173, 4 (6~

7™ century').
As we will see later, there are more abbreviations of this word.

e Many scribes abbreviate the adverb éuoiwg (similarly) by writing the
first two letters (ou) and placing the third and last one (o) above and
right of the letter “n.”. As we can see the letter “o” is much smaller than
the other letters. Example.

= 6uo(iws), P.Oxy. XVI 2054, 7 (T"c.

Sometimes, the graph of the letter “o” looks like an apostrophe (ou’)?, because of the
fast writing. In the next section, the adverb is abbreviated in another way according
to which scribes write only the first letter with a diagonal line?.

A most common abbreviation of this one is the writing of the first two letters® or

four® with the diagonal.

® A characteristic example of this kind of abbreviation is the proper name
Doufduuwy. Most scribes write the name until the letter “8” and they
place the last one “«” above and at the right®. Example:

Dofd(puwr), P.Oxy. XVI 2056, 15 (7" c.).

The word is abbreviated in other ways, to which reference is made below.

However, there are many words, where the last written letter is put ex-
actly above the previous one. Examples:

1. See BL VII, p. 9.

2: P.Lond. IV 1446, 7 (8"c.).

3. CPR XXII 38, 3 (8"c.).

4. P.Oxy. XVI 2057, 11 (612). For the dating, see ZPE 66, 1986, p.113, 115 and
ZPE 150, 2004, p. 199.

5. P.Oxy. XVI 1925, 11 (7" c.).

6. In the example below, it is worth noticing the form of the letter “«”, which is very
different in this period. The circle of the letter is not very obvious, while its horizontal
extension is too long. This line is a sign of abbreviation and it is commonly used in the
previous centuries. It is worthwhile observing the form of the letter “B”, too. Since the
Roman period, the Greek letter “B” is similar to the English one “U”. Later, in the 6th
century and particularly over to a script more similar to the miniscule writing, the letter
“B” looks like the English miniscule “u”, a form which prevails in the early Arabic period,
too. In the example below, the second vertxcal line of the letter “u” is extended so far that

€ »

the letter looks like the Greek minuscule “w.”.



REMARKS TO SYMBOLS IN NON - LITERARY GREEK PAPYRI 399

e Scribes could abbreviate the indefinite pronoun by writing the first
three letters (av”) and replacing the third one above and right of the
previous one (mainly, when it is in nominative’) or exactly above it (as
usually). Example:

= adr(@v), P.Koln VII 321, 7 (Arabic period®).

As we will see later, there are other abbreviations of this pronoun.

o In their daily vocabulary, people used many polysyllabic words, which
were considered as necessary in texts related to trading. The frequent
use of these words led scribes to abbreviate them.

The most representative example of this section is the word vouiouara
(solidus) or rarely rououdria’. In the Arabic period, most scribes choose
to write the first letter (N) and the second one (o) above it # Some
scribes choose the size of the letter “0” to be in proportlon to the “N”

and some others prefer the first one to be smaller
Sometimes, the word seems to have been abbreviated throughout by a
symbol, because of the way according to which the letter “o” is connected

()

with the letter “v”, as the first one is written above the second. Example:

= §(1q) vo(uoudrav) §, CPR XXII 28,1.2, 5 (8% ¢c.?).

In the fourth section, reference is made to other abbreviations of this word.

e There are few words whose last syllable is totally abbreviated. The word
yv@aug (list) is abbreviated by writing the consonant letters “yv” and
placing the letter “w” above them (or exactly above the letter “v”). The
analysis of the letters is secure, as the word belongs to a title or text or it

has the meaning of a “catalogue” (list). Example:

wé(ow), P.Oxy. XVI 2056, 1 (7" c.).

Olher ways according to which the word is abbreviated are the simple omission of

7. CBR X X167 (8= c:):

8. See BL XI, p. 105.

9. F. Morelli, CPR XXII: “Néuioua invece di voutoudrior, come normale nel periodo
arabo”, p. 73.

10. CPR XXII 60, 6 (7"-8" c.).

1. P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 2:(7®c.)-
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the last two letters of nominative or the omission of the Iast one and the writing of
the diagonal line: prwo(ic)'?, yrooy()*.

e A similar example is the word v (month). From the first two letters,
the reader is able to understand the word, since the name of a month
will always follow (ex Choiak, Mecheir, etc.). In this case we can also
see that the letter “y” is written above the “w”, showing that there is an
abbreviation. Example:

= un(»d), P.Oxy. XVI 2009, 5 (7" c.).
Later, we will see that there are some variations in the way that this word is ab-
breviated.

e In most of the papyri, scribes choose to abbreviate the passive past parti-
ciples by omitting the ending -évrog or -évtwy (in the genitive of singular
or plural number, respectively) and replacing the last written letter “6”,
above and right or exactly above the previous letter (). The last written
letter is the letter “0”, as it indicates the (passive) voice and the (past)
time of the participle:

= &veyf(évraw), P.Oxy. XVI 2054, 1 (7"c.).

Of course, there are many versions. For example, many scribes choose to write the
word until the letter “c”, before the consonant letters “vz”', while others choose the
omission of the characteristic “0” (see below). In another section, there is another
example of how the passive past participles can be abbreviated in a different way.

The placement of two written letters above the previous one is scarce:

= 70(v) magay(wudrwy), CPR XXII 45, 5 (8™c.?).

Many times, scribes use to place a symbol above at the right or exactly above
the last mentioned name:

12. CPR XIV 41, 1 (6®-7"c.).
13. P.Lips. I 103, 14 (7" -8"c.).
14. &wobé(rrog) CPR XXII 17, 11-16 (789/790).
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a) a diagonal line, small or large (rarely):

A typical example is the abbreviation of the preposition mapd. After the
writing of the letter “=”, many scribes place a line similar to an acute
accent at the right. Many times, this “acute accent” looks like a cross, as

we can see, for example, in the abbreviation of the word unrés™.

b) a horizontal line, similar to a dash:

This way of abbreviation is quite frequent in this period. This horizon-
tal line appears mostly in words, in which the first letter that is omitted
is one of the letters “«”, “v” or “z”. This means that, initially, scribes
used to place the last written letter (o) above the previous one. Opver the
years, due to the pace of writing, the usual graph of the letter “«” turned
into a horizontal line (-)'6. Here are three examples of words that are

abbreviated by the dash:

Above we saw the proper name @ocfduuwy to be abbreviated by the same
omission of the letters. Here the word is abbreviated differently. Specifi-
cally, the name is written until the letter “B” and the horizontal line is
put above and right this. Example:

= Qouf(Guuwvog), CPR XXII 18, 15 (761?).
The name, however, is abbreviated in many other ways: DoBaup.’, PoBapp’®,
Dou)?, PoBappwre®, Por”?'.

The pronoun adrdc, to which extensive reference is made in the last sec-
tion, has been abbreviated in this way too. More analytically, the scribe
writes the first letter («) and places the letter “v” (of which the graph
looks like a dash) above and at the right (a’)*. Either he writes the first
two letters and places the third one above and at the right (av?)* or he

@ » «_»

omits the letter “u” and places the letter “c” above and right of the letter

15. CPR XXII 11, 5 (7"-8" c.).

16. H.I.Bell, “Abberviations in documentary papyri”, pp. 424-433.
17. P Prag. 1185, 3i(T*=c.).

18. P.Lond IV 1432, 23 (8" c.).

19.P.Lond V 1776, 2 (6"-7" c.).

20. CPR XXII 31, 25 (8"¢c.?).

21. P Princ. II 92, 4 (7™-8"c.), see ZPE 131, 2000, p. 150, note 6.
22. CPR XXII 45,5 (8"c.?).

23.P.Lond. IV 1419, 732 (716/717).
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)

o (a7).* Later, the graph of the “z”, turned into a dash: av-%. While
few scribes prefer to write only the first letter: 2.

iii) The adverb ofrw is difficult to be categorized. This happens because

i

=

of the fact that all the abbreviations of this word are used in the same
frequency, from the 6" to the 8" century. One of the ways according to
which the word can be abbreviated is by writing the letter “0”, placing
the “v” (of which the graph looks like as a dash) above and at the right
and omitting the rest letters. It is worth saying that many times the let-
ter “o” is too small and as it is connected with the letter “v”, the whole
result looks like a straight horizontal line. Later, this new graph was

established as a new way of abbreviation. Example:

o8(xws), P.Oxy. XVI 1925, 3 (7% c.).

Other abbreviations of the word are the following ones: ovr” % o ov" .

However, there are many words of which the first omitted letter is not
one from the letters “o”, “v” or “z”. This means that this way of ab-
breviation was established generally in other words, too. Here are two

examples:

In this period, the abbreviation of some letters of the last syllable and not
of the whole syllable is quite usual. Specifically, the first letter (of the
last syllable) is written and the rest letters are omitted. The reasons of
such an abbreviation are many. Perhaps, because the whole word may be
written in the beginning of the text (so the analysis of the abbreviation
can be assumed ). or because the whole abbreviation of the last syllable of
the word might confuse the reader. Such an example is the word ydowc
in accusative. In the picture below, we can see the first syllable and the
first letter of the second syllable to be written and the rest letters to be
omitted with a horizontal line above and right of the letter “p”. The
analysis of the abbreviation can be assumed from the previous (8266v7og)
or the following words (the reason for which the subject of the participle
has come) and generally from the content of the text. Then, in the same
papyrus, we can see the repetition of the phrase é106vtog ydow. Example:

24. P.Lond. IV 1419, 10 (716/717).

25. P.Lond. IV 1412, 21 (705), see BL V, p. 56.
26. SPP X 54, 12 (8¢.).

27. CPR XXII 30, 10 (8"c.).

28. P. Lond. IV 1414, 44 (8"c.).
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= yéo(w) CPR XXII 55, 6 (706).

ii) We saw above the word wijy to be abbreviated by placing the last written
letter (n) above the letter “w”. Other times, the scribes choose to write the
word by writing the first two letters and placing the dash above and right
of the letter “n"%. The connection of the first vertical line of the letter
“y” (similar to the English one “h”) with the dash forms a cross. Example:

= un(vog) Xoudx, P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 18 (e

Usual is the abbreviation of the word by writing only the letter “w” and omitting the
rest ones. In this case, which belongs to the second section of the abbreviations, the
diagonal line (see below) is connected with the first vertical line of the letter “n”,
forming a letter similar to the “;”%.

There are some times, where the penultimate written letter is repeated with
whatever there is above it (letter or symbol), to declare that the abbreviated
word is in plural number. This phenomenon occurs mainly in the 8" century.
Examples:

e The word dnuboia is used a lot in this period, while the ways according
to which the word is abbreviated are many®'. Here, reference is made in
the abbreviation of the word with the repetition of the last two writ-
ten consonant letters. Specifically, the word in singular number (and in
plural- rarely) is abbreviated by writing the letter “w” and placing the

()

o” exactly above it (dy/2). In the genitive of plural number, the scribes

double the letter “w” with the letter “o” exactly above it (677/3/3)”9.

¢

o Reference was made to the word w7y which can be abbreviated by writ-
ing the letter “w” and placing a small line (similar to an acute accent)
above and at the right (/). The abbreviation of the word in genitive of

plural number can be achieved by doubling this form:

xao( afwv) p(nyvav) 6, CPR XXII 55, 5 (706).

29. CPR XXII 46, 2 (8" c.).

30.P.Ross.Georg. IV 2,20 (710),see BL VI, p. 121. There are more abbreviations
of this word in the Studien zur Palacographie und Papyruskunde, especially in the
eighth volume (SPP VIII, p. 231).

31. See CPR XXII, p. 313.

32. CPR XXII 17, 11-16 (789/790).
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As we can see both words (xapdfwy - unéy) are abbreviated in this way.

® When the word 7uépa (day) is in plural may be abbreviated (rarely) in
this way, too (n/7/)®.
As we will see later, reference is made in other abbreviations of this word.

e Later, this method was used in words that were not in plural number.
An example of such an abbreviation is the name Jwdy*»°(v)*.

2. Abbreviation with a diagonal line:

One of the most usual ways of abbreviating is the omission of the last
part of the word and the writing of a diagonal line (/) at the base of the last
written letter. Examples:

e The preposition di4 is used and abbreviated by the most of the scribes.
The first letter and the diagonal line are only needed for the abbrevia-
tion of the word®. Examples:

4 = 0(ud), P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 1 (7" ¢c.) & #2&3 P.Oxy. XVI 2059, 7 (7" c.).
However, in many papyri we can see this abbreviation with the letter “z” above it.
This letter is the abbreviation of the article that follows in any case and number.
Example:

i

itk = 6(u) 7(aw), CPR XXII 60, 53 (7-8% ¢.).

e We can find the verb yévouar (become) in many papyri. The most usual
form of it is the first syllable with the diagonal line. In the example

below, we see the letter “.”, apparently bigger than the letter “y”, to be
connected with this diagonal. Example:

yi(vovrar), P.Oxy. XVI 1906, 10 (6™-7"c.).

Other abbreviations of this word is the mere writing of the first two letters (y¢)®

33. CPR XXII 19, 5 (second half of the 8"c.).

34. CPR XXII 17, 3 (789/790).

35. It should be noted that in this. period, the horizontal line of the letter “3”
descends to the right wavely, forming a diagonal line. The latter as intersects with this
diagonal forms a “y”.

36. SPP VIII 1046, 1 (7"c.).
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or three (yw)¥ or the writing of the first two with two diagonal lines at the base of

the letter “v” (yz//)”.

e The city name Ale&avdgeta is abbreviated in this way, that is, by writing
some letters with the diagonal and omitting the rest ones. The number
of the omitted letters differs from scribe to scribe. As we can see in the
second example, the scribe can use different abbreviations:

A)e&(dwdpera), P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 6 (7o)

2 = 2ntugO(n) & Adefardgel(q) Adeé(ar-

dpelag),

P.Oxy. XVI 1906, 22 (BE=Tch)

Different abbreviations of this word is the writing of the first two letters 3 or three
(A7) without the diagonal line and the omission of the rest ones.

e The preposition i is one of the words that are abbreviated in the same
way. Specifically, the middle letter (v) is written with the diagonal and
the last one is omitted. In the example below, the diagonal is at the end

© »

of the letter “.”. It should be noted here that in some papyri the letter v
«»

does not follow the letter “<”, but it is written exactly above it, “cutting”
it or as it seems, “deleting” it. Example:

% =¢i(¢) , CPR XXII 35, 1 (750 — 769?).

However, in many papyri we meet this abbreviation accompanied with the letter 52
above and at the right. This letter, as we saw above in the preposition dua, is the ab-
breviation of the article in any case and in any number. Example:

When the diagonal line accompanies the first letter of the word, the whole
result looks like as a deletion. Examples:

o The word 7juépa, which we met above, is mainly abbreviated by writing

37.SPP X 222, 3 (8" c.), see ZPE 137, 2001, p. 228.

38. SPP VIII 865, 4 (7"c.).

39. SB XVIII 13173, 109 (644 4 629), see CSBE2, p. 296.
40. SPP VIII 829, 2 (T™c.).
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the first letter with the diagonal, and omitting the rest ones. After writ-
ing the first letter “x”, the scribes connect it with the diagonal for to
abbreviate it. Example:

B = 7j(uéoq), CPR XXII 23, 4 (787/8?).

It should be noted that another (rare) abbreviation of this word is the writing of the
first two letters with a horizontal line above and right of the second written letter
(nw)". And if the word is in plural, it can be abbreviated by writing the first two
letters and placing the third one above and right of the second one (nue).

e The word oivog is abbreviated in the same way, while the word that
usually follows is the genitive fvmagod. In the example below, the scribe
writes the first syllable of the word with the diagonal line at the base of
it and he omits the rest letters. The genitive gvmagod is abbreviated by
placing the second letter above and right of the first one®.

S8 = 0((7ov) gu(mmagod), P.Oxy. XVI 1906, 10 (62-7*c.).

Many scribes abbreviate the first genitive (otrov) in this way, too. That is, they
write the letter “z” above and right of the letter “.”* or sometimes exactly above it*.
Another method is the mere writing of the first syllable (00)™, while there are few

cases where only the last letter is omitted (ouz°)%.

® One of the prepositions that are used a lot in this period is the preposi-
tion wapd. Either in the beginning of the text® or in the middle of it, the
word is abbreviated by writing the first letter (x) and omitting the rest
ones. After writing the letter “n”, which sometimes looks like as an “M”
(since the horizontal line of the letter bends downwards), the scribe adds
the diagonal line and omits the other letters of the word. In this way, the

word seems deleted. Examples:

41. P.Lond. IV 1436, 10 (719), see Aegyptus 65, 1985, p. 112.

42. P.Lond. IV 1394, 5 (708/709), see BL VI, p. 64.

43. Tt is worth seeing the form of the letter “p”, in this era. As we see in the
example below, the vertical line of the letter creates a miniscule “y” at the base of
the letter “p”.

44. CPR XXI1I 25, 3 (742/743?).

45. CPR XXII 26, 4 (8"c.?). .

46.SPP X 1, 9 (8"), see BL XI, p. 262.

47.P.Oxy. XVI 1910, 1 (6" -7*c.).

48. A. Papathomas, CPR XXV, pp. 40- 41, note 1.
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= 700 vo(ulouaroc) a w(agd) ¢ (GoTafar) &

&0 = 7(apd), P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 4 (e
This preposition is not abbreviated only in one way. Another method is the omis-
sion of the last letter® or the omission of the whole last syllable, by writing the

diagonal at the base of the letter “z” and placing the first letter “a”, above and at

the right®. Simpler and rarer is the placement of the first vowel (o) above and right
of the letter “=” and the omission of the rest ones®".

o The adverb 6uod is mostly abbreviated by writing the initial letter and
omitting the last syllable. As we can see in the example below, the scribe
chooses this kind of abbreviation. Since the first syllable consists of one
letter only, it is written with the diagonal line. The word is abbreviated,
though it seems deleted. In fact, in this example, we do not have one
diagonal but two. This one diagonal is used for the abbreviation of the
adverb duoiwe, too. In the example below, the second diagonal (which
sometimes is omitted) is at the base of the letter:

= yi(vovtar) 6(uod), P.Oxy. XVI 1906, 19 (6*-7"c.).
Certainly, there are many abbreviations of this word: Sometimes these two diagonals
are at the right of the letter™ and other times they do not exist at all*.

3. Suspension and use of diagonal line:

Quite common is the combination of the writing of the penultimate
letter with the diagonal line and the placement of the last letter above this
diagonal. That is, the combination of the first and the second section. There
are many words that are abbreviated in this way. Examples:

e In the second section, reference is made in the abbreviation of the prep-
osition wapd with the omission of the second /last syllable and the writ-
ing of the letter “a”%, above and right of the letter “n” with the diagonal
at its base:

49. P Ness. 79, 2 (in the beginning of the 7"c.).
50. See the third section.
51

52. CPR XXII 46, 16 (8"c.).

53. CPR XXII 32, 1-4 (8"¢c.?).

54. It should be noted that here the graph of the letter “a” looks like as the modern
Greek “0”, of which the horizontal line has been extended at the right.
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na(ea) oov , P.Oxy. XVI 2009, 2 (7"c.).

e Above we met the word ivduxriciv. The abbreviation that follows is not
the commonest abbreviation of the word but it is worth to be mentioned.
This word can be abbreviated by writing the initial letter (1) with the
diagonal line and placing the third one (3) above and at the right. Per-
haps, this diagonal is an indication that the letter “v” is omitted, while
the writing of the letter “3” above is an indication that the word has been
abbreviated. Of course, some scribes choose to write the second letter too
(#°). That shows that the double indication of abbreviation is not for
a particular reason. The mention of the other letters after the “3” is not
necessary, unless the scribe wishes to declare that the word is in geni-
tive® (wd,")””. Example:

= {(»)0(wxTidvog), P.Ross.Georg. IV 2, 18 (710).

A dlfferent abbreviation is the writing of the diagonal at the first and last letter: L°6

e Some words are abbreviated by writing only the first letter and omitting
the rest ones. Above, we met three of such words (d¢d, wagd, 6uot). The
reader of the text can analyze the abbreviation, either from the previous
words or from the following ones. For example, when there is a name of
a city, the word 76ic that follows is abbreviated, because it can easily
be assumed. In the example that follows, the word ‘Hpaxléovgs is writ-
ten until the letter “A” with the diagonal and the letter “=” of the word
wbAews is put above it. Example:

=Hoax(éovs) m(blews), P.Koln VII 319, 5 (70-8"c.).
Of course, there are many versions. Specifically, when the word 7éAic follows the
word ‘HoaxAéovs, then we can have many abbreviations of this phrase: Ho(axAéovc)

55:(CPR. XXII 12, 8((7"-8%¢.):

56. H.J. Bell, “Abbreviations in documentary papyri”, p. 431.

57. CPR XXII 17, 11 (789/790).

58. P.Lond. IV 1346, 2 (710), see RecPap 4, 1967, p. 145. Generally, the word
wduxtichy has been abbreviated in any of the ways referred in this article. In SPP VIII
(pp- 230-231), there is a detailed list of the many methods according to which the
word can be abbreviated.
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762e(we)?, Holaxhéove) 7(62ews), where the letter “x” is written above the letter

« »60

oo
When the word 76w follows the word Eouot, (Eopod néAews), then we can have:
souov (62ewc)” sopovmod(we)®™ A eguovmol, (ewg)®, ete.

5 €0

e As for the most superlative adjectives ending in -6rarog, the scribes
choose to omit the last two syllables (-tarog) by writing the letter ol
(which precedes) above and right of the previous one and its diago-
nal line. Of course, there are many versions, where either the ending
(-6taroc) is omitted™ or the last syllable [Aoyiwr*(te)]®. Important in-
formation is that the abbreviation remains the same in all cases of sin-
gular or plural (rarely). The case of each adjective can be analyzed from
the previous or the following word. Here is an example of the adjective

Jaumeds in superlative:

&

i Japmod(tatog), P.Oxy. XVI 1869, 1 (6"-7).
In this abbreviation the letter “o” is obviously smaller than the previous
ones and it is written above and right of the previous letter “p”, at the

base of which we can see the diagonal line.
In the fourth section, there is another abbreviation of this word.

The placement of the last two written letters above the previous one and its
diagonal line is rare:

8l = 20 ieruaw Jo(c ), CPR XXII 21, 1 (796/797?).

4. Abbreviation with the symbol “¢”:
A different section is the abbreviation of a word with a symbol, similar to
the Greek final sigma “c”, at the place of the omitted letters. Its size and form
vary from scribe to scribe. Examples:

o In the example below, the scribe abbreviates the infinitive weugbipac, by

59. SB XVI 12717, 3 (640-650).
60. CPR XXII 14, 1 (7"-8"c.).
61.P.Lond. V 1776, 1 (6"-7T"¢.).
62. P.Lips. I 103, 1 (7"-8%¢.).

63. P.Lond. V 1783, 1 (7"c.).

64. See the next section.

65. P.Oxy. XVI 1919, 2 (7"¢c.).
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writing the word until the letter “6” and replacing the rest ones by the
symbol “¢”.We can see that the scribe extends the bottom line of the sym-
bol and almost “disappears” the top line, because of the fast writing.
Example:
—

=dove weupl(fyar), P.Oxy. XVI 2059, 4 (7"c.).

In the first section we met the word voulouara. In this section, reference
is made to different ways according to which the word can be abbrevi-
ated. Specifically, some scribes choose to write the first three letters and
omit the rest ones, either the word is »éu(iopua) or vou(ioudriov), either
is in singular or in plural. In this case, the letters that follow the letter
“M” are replaced by the symbol “¢”. In fact, in this example the symbol
begins from the ending of the second vertical line of the letter “M” and
looks like a parenthesis open to the left side. Example:

5065).
However it is worth seeing the abbreviation of this word with the omission of some
letters in the middle of the word:

é ¥ = yov(o0t) vourou(a)t(lov), SPP 1112 190, 2 (710).
The diagonal that is connected with the letter “v” of the word yov(co?) is an ex-
tension of a letter in the above line. Other abbreviations of the word are these:
vou(areov)”, vou' (topdria)®. Quite rare is the replacement of the whole word by
a full stop, in the preposition ensemble dxé vououdray (amé*)®.

Many words are abbreviated by omitting the last syllable, except for its
first letter. The word cipwrjs is abbreviated in the same way and we
meet it only in one papyrus, generally. The symbol “c”, which replaces
the omitted letters is written after the letter “z” and looks like as the
modern Greek miniscule letter “£”:

=¢lc owwt(np), P.Bad. IV 97, 10 (7"-8%c.).

66. For the dating see APF 53, 2007, p. 153, note 5.

67.SB VIII 9771, 6 (7:-8"¢.):

68. P.Paramone 14, 4 (6"-7"c.).

69. P.Lond. IV 1416A, 2* (1) (732/733), see BL VIII, p. 190.
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o Above we met the adjective Aaumods, as an example of how the superla-
tive adjectives are abbreviated. In this papyrus as in many others, the
scribe omits the whole ending of the superlative (-ordrq). So, he writes
the word until the letter “p” and he adds the symbol “c” after that. Refer-
ence has already been made to the form of the letter “p” in this period,
while its connection with the symbol happens imperceptibly by the fast

writing:

A = 10 Aaumo(otdre) xvo(lw), P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 17 )

Finally, I would like to make a reference to another scarce abbreviation
of this section, where after the last written letter, which is put above the
previous letter, the symbol “¢” follows. Example:

e In this example, the scribe writes the word (dvwgvyfévrog) until the let-
ter “6” (which is put exactly above the letter “x”) and he replaces the
other letters by the symbol “c”, which is placed next to the letter “6”.
The word looks like as being abbreviated in a double way. There is no
possibility that this symbol may be the last letter of the word in genitive
(dvwovyBévro-c) as there is nothing like that in the whole Arabic period,
generally”. Example:

2SS = avapvyf(évrog), P.Oxy. LXVI 4537, 1 (6"-7"c.).

5. Contraction:

The contraction is the omission of some letters in the middle of the
word. Rudberg” and Nachmanson say that the Greek contraction led to the
creation of the nomina sacra, while Bell says that this contraction was estab-
lished much later of the appearance of the nomina sacra. He also says that
the Greek contraction was used, especially, after the Byzantine era. Regard-
less of origin, in the early Arabic period, the contraction is not necessarily
accompanied with the typical horizontal line, which is put above the word
to connect the beginning and the ending of that word and help the reader

70. Except for the abbreviation of the nomen sacrum matwijp (see the 6™ section).

71. G. Rudberg, “Zur palaographischen Kontraktion auf griechischen Ostraka”, pp.
71-100.

72.E.Nachmanson, “Dieschriftliche Kontraktion auf den griechischen Inschriften”;
pp. 101- 144.
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to understand the intentioned omission of the intermediate letters. In fact,
many times this horizontal line absents, as will see in the next section. The
words that are abbreviated in this way are mainly the proper male names and
the Egyptian names of months, while the abbreviation may be done with all
the above ways. Examples:

e The month @auerd0 is abbreviated by the omission of the intermediate
letters -ev>- and the writing of the rest ones. Usually, the scribe writes
the letter “0” exactly above the letter “u”:

= Oau(evdd)f, CPR XXII 57, 6 (8"c.).
The word can be abbreviated by writing the letter “w.” with the diagonal line™ or the
symbol “¢”” and placing the letter “6” above it.

e The month Xoudx belongs to this section. The letters “X” and “x” are
written and the intermediate ones are omitted: X* °. However, there are
more abbreviations of this word: Xo:*™8, X*77 X° 7 X'°.

e When the word @aguotf: is not abbreviated per syllable (see below) may
be abbreviated by omission of the intermediate letters and specifically of
the diphthong “ov” (Pagu®)™.

e A similar case is the abbreviation of the word /Zaydv, where the scribe
writes the first and last letter and omits the rest ones. However, this
does not happen often. On the contrary, the abbreviation per syllable is
preferred, that is, the writing of the first letter of the first syllable (r)
and the placement of the first letter of the second syllable () above and
at the right®. (This category is analyzed below).

Also, the word [I(adv) is abbreviated by contraction®.

73. CPR XXII 46, 2 (8"c.).
74. CPR XXII 49, 1 (8"c.).

75. SPP XX 258, 4 (2% half of the 7"c.), see CE 56, 1981, pp. 127-128, 131.
76.P.Lond. IV 1437, 1 (718), see Aegyptus 65, 1985, p. 112.

77. P Princ. II 90, 5 (7"-8"c.).

78.P.Lond. I 116A, 5 (645), see BL XII, p. 100.

79. SPP XX 160, 5 (7"¢.). -

80. SPP X 297, 1 (r.2) (7"-8"c.).

81. SPP VIII 795, 4 (7"c.).

82.SB 1 5567, 3 (763).
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o As for the proper names, the genitives [JavA’ (ITabhov) ® wow Lway” (Tw-

dyvov) are indicative examples: i, CPR XXII 24, 6 (8"c.). Of
course, there are different abbreviations of these words.

6. Nomina Sacra:

The holy names (nomina sacra) are a special section, not only because of
the specific number of the names that are included (15), but because of the
way that these names are abbreviated, too. Various theories have been said for
the origin of the nomina sacra, as to whether they follow or precede the con-
traction®. The interest in this study is focused on the abbreviation of these
holy names in the non- literary papyri of the early Arabic period (640-800
A.D.). The way according to which these names are abbreviated is generally
known. Specifically, the first letter (or more) of the beginning and the last
one (or more) of the ending of the word are written and the intermediate ones
are omitted. While, above this set of letters a horizontal line is put to indicate
that the word is abbreviated and it is a nomen sacrum.

In this period, from the 15 nomina sacra, the name opasi2 does not ap-
pear else, the word odgavés appears only once as a proper name®, while the
words untno, @fowmos and Aaveld (Adavid /Aafid) appear as non- nomina
sacra. The word oravpdc appears only once as a holy name and not abbrevi-
ated (in accusative)™.

e The word @séc appears in many papyri either totally written or abbrevi-
ated. Usually, it appears in stereotypes or with a preposition. More spe-
cifically, the word God appears in these phrases: odx &0t 0(e0)g el pn 6
B(ed)g wévoc”, dv dvbpate Tob xvio(v) xai deom(6Tov) Inagov XoioTod 0D

83. CPR XXII 27, 13 (8" c.).

84.See L. Traube, Versuch einer Geschichte der christlichen Kiirzung, Munich 1907.
G. Rudberg, “Zur palaographischen Kontraktion auf griechischen Ostraka”, Eranos 10,
1910, pp. 71-100. E. Nachmanson, “Die schriftliche Kontraktion auf den griechischen
Inschriften”, Eranos 10, 1910, pp. 101- 144. U.Wilcken, Grundziige und Chrestomathie
der Papyruskunde 1.1, Leipzing - Berlin 1912, p. XLIVsq. Also, see A.H.R E. Paap, No-
mina Sacra in the Greek papyri of the first five centuries A.D. The sources and some de-
ductions, Leiden 1959. See, also, J. O’Callaghan, Nomina sacra in papyris graecis saeculi
1II neotestamentariis, Rome 1970, etc.

85. P.Lond. IV 1419, 1163 (716).

86. CPR X1V 55, 2 (7" c.).

87. SBIII 7240, 4 (697) , see BL VIII, pp. 326-327.
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0e0d xai owijoog fudv™, Oeod xeletortos™, Oeob BiAovroc®, buoloy@d<y>
70s Te 7B G0t Tob [lavroxp(droog) (xal) Tijs cwTnolac T@y decmo(wiw)
7ju@v™, etc. While, in this era, the prepositions that accompany the word
are mainly two: uerd and odv?. Here are some examples of how the word
is abbreviated by omitting the intermediate letters and placing the typi-
cal horizontal line above or how the word can be abbreviated by some
of the above ways (the first example is in nominative, while the rest ones
in genitive):

@7937 (j;/m, @,UQSJ @wf)ﬁ} Oco0?

This word appears, very often, in dative with the preposition oy, Ex-
ample:

avv 0(e®), P.Bad. VI 173, 6 (6*-7"c.).

As we can see the scribe writes the whole preposition and abbreviates the
dative 0. Specifically, he writes the letter “6” above the letter “v”
he omits the rest ones. These words together, as an abbreviation appear
very often in this period.

Here are some different abbreviations:

o, o’ ow'c, o', etc®.

When the word is accompanied with the preposition uerd, the scribe
chooses to abbreviate the words by omitting some syllables: us(zc)
0(6v)™, pet(cr) 0(6)v'™, pe(va) 6(ed)v'"!, etc. Example:

and

88. BGU II 371, 1-3 (7 ¢.), see SPPII12.2, p. 59.

89. P.Apoll. 18, 1 (660-661 or 675-676?), see ZPE 49, 1982, p. 88.
90. P.Apoll. 72, 1 (2™ half of 7" c.), see BL VIII, p. 10.

91. P.Laur. III 112, 8-9 (7-8" c.).

92. Morelli CPR XXII, p. 53, note 2.

93. P Lond. IV 1462h, 4 (687-705), see BL V, p. 57.

94. P.Lond. III 1060, 1 (7™c.).

95. P.Lond. V 1783, 1 (7"c.).

96. P.Lond. V 1784, 1 (7"c.).

97. P.Lond. IV 1349, 6 (710), see RecPap 4, 1967, p. 145.

98. See SPP VIII 1199, 1 (744 or 759, see ZPE 149, pp. 189-192), BGU II 683, 2

(7"-8%¢.), SPP I112.2 198, 3 (6-7" c.), P.Lond. IV 1413, 2 (723), respectively.

99. P.Oxy. 1131, 1 (62-7% c.).
100. P.Oxy. XVI 1940, 6 (6*-7"c.).
101. SB VI 9107, 6 (64-7%c.).
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w(e)w(a) O(ed)y, P.Gen. 254 (BT )

The second holy name that appears in many papyri is the word #DPLog.
When the word is in dative or accusative is not a nomen sacrum, while
in nominative (few times) the word is not abbreviated at all. On the con-
trary, the genitive xvglov appears many times in the phrase that we saw:
& dvéuare Tod xvolov xal deoméTov Tnoot XowTod Tod Heod xal 6wTHeos
fiuav. Here is one abbreviation of the world: #v(glov)'.

The holy name mvedua appears only in genitive of singular and only in
the phrase: & évéuare Tijc dyla xal Lwomotod 6poovaiov Tgiddos TaTEOS
1% or gy dvduate Tod maTpds xal viot xai
Gylov mveduaros Tijc dylas xaw 6poovoiov Touddog'. The syllables that
the scribes choose to omit are the following ones: mv(edu)a(tog)'”,

) w(eduaro)s', wv(ed)uatos!®.

Nl N e /
7atL vov xat CL‘}/[L()]L‘ TYEVUATOC

.
avevu(atog

The name zatjp appears as nomen sacrum only in the genitive of sin-
710 app! y g

gular, in the phrase we met above. Most of the times, the word is not

abbreviated, while the abbreviation 7(at)o(6)s'" appears in some papyri.

The word Tegogblvua is found only once in accusative (totally written)''’
and few times in genitive with abbreviation. legocoA*(uwv)''' and
Teo°(co)duw)''? are the abbreviations of this word.

The name Inoodc Xpiorés appears twice in nominative, totally written
and many times in genitive in the phrase we saw above. The word is ab-
breviated only once (in the beginning of 7 century) and this as nomen

102. SB 1 4778, 1 (7™ c.), see CE 56, 1981, pp. 128, 131.
103. P.Strasb. V 310, 1a-3 (7"c.), see BL VII, p. 248 and CE 56, 1981, p. 125.
104. P.Flor I 70, 1 (642 or 677), see BL VIII, p. 125 and JJP 37, 2007, p. 130-131.
105. SB I 5555, 4 (750), see BL V, p. 96.
106. SB 1 5558, 2 (748 or 733), see BL V, p. 96.

1

2(

9¢]

107. SB1 5587, 1 (748), see BL V., p. 96.
108. SB I 5607, 2 (779), see BL V, p. 97.
109. SB 1 5587, 1 (748).

110. P.Ross.Georg. IV 4, 5 (710).

111. P.Lond. IV 1414, 149 (8"c.).

112. P.Lond. IV 1414, 218 (8"c.).
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sacrum: Jv Xv'*. The name Xptotéc (without Tnooic) appears in accusa-
tive and dative with or without abbreviation, and only once in genitive
with abbreviation: X(oto70)5".

e The name vidc, as a holy one, appears few times in accusative totally
written'’® and many times in genitive with abbreviation (in the phrase
we saw above): v(§)o8!!%, (v)iod!!’.

© In the phrase & évéuatt T0d xvplov xal deambrov Tnoos Xoiorod 7o fe-
0f xal cwTios Mudy, the genitive cwrijpog is always totally written. An
exception is the papyrus CPR XIV 15, 3 (641), where this genitive is ab-
breviated by the omission of the last two letters. Except for the genitive
the name appears as nomen sacrum, once totally written in nominative!!®
and once in accusative!’®.

7. Abbreviation per syllable (Binnenkiirzungen):

This section includes many abbreviations. The way according to which
the words are abbreviated may be one of the above. In this category, the
words are abbreviated per syllable. Such an abbreviation, perhaps, began to
be applied to polysyllable words or compouned ones and then passed in three -
syllable and two - syllable ones, where it mainly remained. The scribes spent
too much time and space, writing such big words. The letters that are omitted
are mainly the vowels.

How the word would be abbreviated and which syllable should be omit-
ted differs from papyrus to papyrus and from scribe to scribe. Examples:

e Many proper names are abbreviated in this way. Most of them are Egyp-
tian names of months. The way according to which the words are abbre-
viated is not the same. For example in the word Meyeio, we see that the
scribes write the first letter of each syllable and omit the rest ones. More

@ »

specifically, after writing the letter “p.” they place the letter “x” above
and at the right:

113. CPR X 133, 2 (610-641), in the papyrus the passage over the genitive Xv is
damaged.

114. SB XX 14188, 2 (8" c.).

115. SB XIV 12031, 2 (6*-7".).

116. SB I 5559, 2 (758), see BL V, p. 96.

117. SBI 5594, 1 (771), see BL V, p. 97.

118. P.Haun. III 52, 15 (6"-7"c.).

119. P.Koln. III 166, 5 (6™-7"c.).
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WAL - 11(c)5(el0), P Birene I 36,5 (7"-8"c.).

The preposition wepl is abbreviated per syllable but instead of writing
the letter “=” as the first one, and the letter “p” above or under it (as
sometimes happens), the scribes firstly write the letter “o” and then they
place the letter “z” exactly above it. This abbreviation is quite often in
this period. Perhaps, this kind of abbreviation may have led the scribes

to use and write only the letter “p”**”. Example:

= (e)o(), P.Ross.Georg. IV 2, 21 (710).

The word Aéyoc in dative is mainly abbreviated per syllable. As we see in
the example below, the scribe abbreviates the word by writing the letter

)” horizontally and the letter “y” exactly above it. In this era, several
words are abbreviated in this way. Also, it is worth seeing the form of

(T 8

the letter “A”, which looks like the modern Greek minuscule “u.":
a

A6)y(w), CPR XXII 44, 4 (8"c.).

The abbreviation of dative may be done in other methods. Specifically, by writing
the first syllable and placing the letter “y” under the letter “o”"*' or above and at
the right'2. The abbreviation may be done with the omission of the last vocal'®,
while sometimes the nominative is abbreviated per syllable, like dative'®. A rare
abbreviation of the word is the writing of the letter “o” under the letter “A” and
the placement of the letter “y” above and right of the letter “A”, at the same time:
(o). A different abbreviation is the writing of the letter “A” and the dash, above
and at the right (1)'%.

One of the words that are abbreviated in this period is the pronoun
xafév.The scribes write the first letter “x” with the diagonal and place
the letter “0” above and at the right. We could say that the word is ab-

120. P.Lond. IV 1335, 1 (709), see RecPap 4, 1967, p. 142.
121. P.Lond. IV 1401, 11 (709-714).

122. P.Lond. IV 1408, 6 (709).

123. SPP VIII 1208, 2 (7*-8™).

124. P Nessana 84, 1 (7).

125. P.Lond. V 1807, 1 (7™).

126. SPP/XEX 238, 4 (7).
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breviated in a double way but the left vertical line before the letter “6”

Ikt

is a scribe’s “carelessness”, since the phrase (307 70 »afév) appears else-
where, too!?:

i = u(a)f(é), CPR XXII 60, 37 (74-8"c.).

Many three-syllable or polysyllable words are abbreviated “syllable per syl-
lable”. Perhaps this shows that the abbreviation per syllable should be re-
placed by something faster, with which scribes could gain much more time
and space in the papyrus. Of course, later, the saving of space or time was not
the reason of such an abbreviation, since the latter was depended on scribe’s
willingness. Examples:

The word ®ade: has three syllables. The scribes choose to omit the first

syllable, except for the first letter and the last one: g‘zs‘ Of course, there
are different abbreviations of this word. Quite common is the omission
of the letters “«” and “.” and the writing of the rest ones with the diago-
nal line'”. Rare abbreviations of this word are the following

ones: g“mo’ gm’ B2, @,

The word ITadv: is abbreviated in the same way but the middle syllable
is not omitted. The most common abbreviation is the writing of the first
letter () and the placement of the letter “v” above it. In this abbrevia-
tion, if the word is abbreviated per syllable, somebody could wonder why
the scribe separates the diphthong “oav” and writes only the letter “v”.
Perhaps, this shows that the diphthong has not become a monophthong
yet or the abbreviation was formed when this diphthong was pronounced
with “two sounds” and the scribes kept this abbreviation later. Other-
wise they would place the consonant “v” above (and right of) the letter
“I1”, that is, the first letter of the second syllable, as usually. Example:

127. SPP X 219, 1 (6™-7).

128. SPP X 217, 6 (7"-8M).

129. P.Lond. V 1783, 5 (7"). :

130. P.Lond. IV 1412, 20 (705), see BL V, p. 56.

131. P.Lond. IV 1367, 19 (710), see RecPap 4, 1967, p. 149.
132. SPP XX 244, 21 (6™-7"c.).

133. P.Rainer Cent. 121, 6 (719).
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I1(a)d(re), SPP I112.2 215, 5 (2% half of 7" c.).
There were some cases, where the last given letter was not written exactly above the
previous one, but much higher. Perhaps, this had to do with the scribe’s handwrit-

ing, since as we can see in the example below the letter “n” of the previous word

€ »

un(i) is written much higher of the letter “u.".

= &yod(gn) (i) L(a)d(ve) xy i(v)d(xeTeovos) 0,
P.Ross.Georg. IV 2, 18 (710).

A rare abbreviation is the writing of the first letter and the placement of the second
one above and at the right (/7°)"".

However, the scribe may choose to omit any syllable that he wants, which
generally happens in this period. Examples:

The word @aguodfi is abbreviated per syllable, but the last two syllables
are the ones which are omitted. So, the first syllable as the first letter
of the third one (6) are written mandatory, to enable the analysis of the
omitted letters. Example:

Pt E =0ap(uod)0(v), CPR XXII 16, 4 (8"c.).
There are abbreviations with the omission, of the last letter (@aguov’)'™, of the
« »136

diphthong “ov” and the letter “.”'%, of the last fourth letters'” and also an abbrevia-
tion per syllable: @(a)o(uod)0(¢)'.

8. Symbols:

Many words are totally abbreviated by a symbol. The symbols come from

a previous abbreviation of the word, without being perceived how this word
evolved into this symbol. '** In this section, reference is made to some words -
examples and in other ways according to which these words are abbreviated.
Examples:

e Kepdria: In this period, as earlier, this word went through various stag-

134. SPP IIT 649, 1 (7"c.).

135. CPR VIII 69, 11 (6"-7"c.).

136. SPP XX 276, 1 (7"-8%c.).

137. SB XX 14302, 1 (6"-7"c.).

138. P.Apoll.13, 8 (676).

139. H.J. Bell, “Abberviations in documentary papyri”, pp. 424-433.
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es of abbreviation and for this reason it is difficult for the researchers
to determine the evolution with accuracy. The #e04Tia are sometimes
whole abbreviated and sometimes only partially. Many scribes use the

symbol &5, which is similar to the Greek final sigma (¢), saving time

and space while writing on the papyrus. This symbol may came either
from the fast writing of the letter “x”, which looks like a “u” in this
period or from the first letter of the Latin “siliqua”. Because the scribes
wrote this symbol extending far its below diagonal line, the symbol
evolved (in the 7"-8" century) into a single!*! or a double' diagonal.

In the 7* century many scribes abbreviate the word partially. Here are
some different versions:

: B =yeo(dria), (b) =xe(odnia)' ™, (c) =x(g0dria) e %,
In the first case (picture a), the scribe chooses to write »ep With the
diagonal. In the second one (picture b), the scribe writes only the first
two letters, extending by far the middle horizontal line of the letter “E”
(which is a sign of abbreviation). The result is the letter “E” to look like
as the letter “A”. Finally, in the third picture, the scribe keeps only the
initial letter of the word (x) with the diagonal, which here connects the
letter “K” with the letter (number) that follows. It should be noted that
the last two pictures are from the same papyrus and have been written
by the same scribe. Of course, this may happen to ourselves, depending
on the speed we write.

Rare is the writing of chosen letters of the word (xzg)'® or only the
writing of the initial letter (x)'” or the omission of the last letter (-oc)"%.

Aptdfn: Most scribes choose the symbol 1t0 abbreviate this word in

any of the cases. This symbol is known from the previous eras, even in the

centuries B.C. A horizontal lineaboveasmall circle is the way according to

140. P.Oxy.XVI 2054, 7 (7"c.).

141. CPR XXII 60, 3-9 (7"-8%c.).

142. P Lond. IV 1442A, 35 (8"¢c.).

143. P.Oxy. XVI 1919, 7 (7"¢c.).

144. P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 5 (7"c.).

145. P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 17 (7"¢c.).

146. SPP VIII 867, 5 (7“"

147. P Lond. IV 1419, 139- 45 (716/717

148. SB1 4712, 18 (630-640), see Cowey- Kramer, Paramone, p. 177-178, note 14
149. P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 3 (7"c.).
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which the word is abbreviated. In the Arabic period the symbol looks like
the Greek minuscule “c”, with the difference that is more “calligraphic”.
It should be noted that most of thescribes extended the straight horizontal

line. There are many times where this symbol looks like as the letter “0”:
5 i

150 or the letter “37; 57 /
Many times, the word Gordf is not totally abbreviated but partially. Sometimes on-
ly the first two letters are written and the rest ones are omitted (ag)'* and sometimes
only the first three letters are written (see the example). Also, the scribers can omit
only the last two letters of the word in nominative of plural number'®, in accusative
of singular (agraf’)™ and in genitive of singular (agraf’)®. However, the word
is abbreviated by writing the second and the third letter above it (0")"™°. Example:

i " = Gor(aBadv) mevraxosiwy, P Bad. VI 173, 6 (6"~
1)

Téiavra : This word was one of the most abbreviated ones in any period.
The symbol of the word appears few times in this period unlike in the
previous centuries (when the word appears totally written or abbreviated
in many papyri). Example:

%8 = (rd)avra), Pland. IT 23, 12 (6"-7% c.).

Most of the times the conjunction xaf is totally abbreviated by a symbol.
However, many times, the word is not abbreviated. In the first case, the
symbol looks like the Greek final sigma “¢”. In fact, this form prevailed
in many manuscripts later. This symbol may came from the fast writing
of the first letter “x” (u) or of the Latin “q” (<que). It looks like the sym-
bol of the word xepdria but it actually differs. Specifically, in the symbol
of the word xal, the upper curve of the letter is in absolute symmetry
with the bottom, in contrast to the “g” of the xepdrua, of which the curve

150. P.Oxy. XVI 2021, 4 (6®-7"c.).

151. B Oxy. XVI 2021, 7 (6* -72c.).

152. CPR IX 69, 3 (6"-7"c.) .

153. SPP IIT 271B, 6 (641-642).

154. P Lond. I1I 1324, 3 (67" c.).

155. P.Lond. IIT 1324, 4 (6®-7"c.).

156. P.Lond IV 1375, 18 (710), see BL VI, p. 64.
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occupies much less space than the bottom one. The latter, in particular
leads to a left diagonal line. Different forms of the symbol “¢”:

77

B 159 = (xa)

Most of the times, the preposition $7ép is totally abbreviated. The symbol
that is used is similar to the letter “y”. More analytically, the diagonal
starting from the left and descending to the right, is not a straight line
but a curved one. On the contrary, the other diagonal is a straight line.

()

The result is a calligraphic “y” or a curved “{”: 16 Perhaps we
could say that the writing of the letter “v” with the diagonal gave this
symbol.

Of course, some scribes choose to write the first letter'®! or the first two ones!® and
omit the rest ones.

The pronouns are usually abbreviated partially and not completely. How-
ever, in some papyri the scribes choose to replace them by symbols, which
clearly can be analyzed by the reader of the text. We have seen above
the pronoun ad7d to be abbreviated partially. However, the whole word
could be abbreviated by a symbol. As we can see in the example below,
this symbol looks like the symbol of the word xa(. The difference between
them is the small “grave accent” above it. Between the middle of the 6%
century and the beginning of the 7" century this symbol was rarely used,
while between the ending of the 7% century and the beginning of the 8®
century, the symbol was not used at all. It was used just before the 3% cen-
tury and its use increased between the 5" and the 6" century. Example:

" —ubv(ov) e (0877c) B ivd(vevidwos), P-Bad. VI 173,

4 (6"-7"c.).

157. P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 6 (74 c.).
158. CPR XXII 55, 3 (706).

159. P.Bad. VI 173, 6 (6°-T"c.).
160. P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 2 (7*c.).
161. P.Grenf. II 102, 2 (7*c.).
162. BGU III 840, 11 (6*-7"c.).
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o Another pronoun that is abbreviated by a symbol is the relative pro-
noun, mainly in genitive of plural. The symbol that is used is a straight
line, similar to the circumflex. Perhaps it came from a fast writing of the

word “wv” or only of the letter “w”. Example: & = ().

Most of the times, this pronoun appears accompanied with a preposxtlon &8 aw, &g’
@v, etc. These groups, few in number, came from the Roman era. In some papyri
there is only the preposition with the diagonal line, which replaces the pronoun
that follows. This shows that these two words were considered to be as one. In the
example below, we see the letter “2” with the diagonal, the omission of the pronoun
and the writing of the participle:

=3¢ (dv) éveyBé(vra), P.Oxy. XVI 2033, 11 (7*"c.).

The same happens with the preposition dzé. The scribe abbreviates the ensemble

ag’ (dv), by writing and abbreviating only the preposition, without giving the pro-
w , 165 w166

noun'®. Of course there are some other abbreviations of these: e&”/ ', ag

In summary, the abbreviations of this period are many and various. The
scribes do not abbreviate the words by following strict rules. Certainly, they
were rules but the scribes felt free to variate and to apply them with flexibil-
ity and creativity. Of course, much work remains to be done. I hope that this
article could make a contribution to this direction.

163. P.Oxy. XVI 1910, 2 (6 -7*c.).
164. SPP VIII 1032, 5 (7"c.).

165. P.Harrauer 60, 9 (1** half of 7"c.).
166. P.Lond. V 1763, 6 (7*-8"c.).
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